
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
19th December 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we approach the festive season, I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support 
throughout this term. Your encouragement and partnership have been invaluable in helping us provide the best 
possible learning experience for our students. 
 
This term has been filled with successes, determination and progress and we are incredibly proud of how our 
students have embraced every challenge. Looking ahead to next term, we are excited to build on this momentum 
with new opportunities for learning and development. 
 
Over the last two weeks year groups have celebrated the term with an enrichment day, celebration assembly and 
Christmas lunch. It was lovely to see each year group sit down to eat with their tutors, even if my ‘dad’ cracker jokes 
were so bad they caused a real ‘crisis of cracker-credibility’ – students may still be trying to piece together the 
punchlines! 
 
Please find notices for next term below. 
 
Lateness to lessons – new protocol 
From the 12th January 2026, we will be running a new protocol to ensure that we maximise all of the time a student 
has in a lesson. This will be to ensure that they arrive on time to every lesson and so the learning can begin 
immediately. 
 
Punctuality is absolutely crucial to the success of our students: 
 
• Arriving late to a lesson means a student can miss learning time and can become flustered and confused about 

the content of the lesson 
• Arriving late stops the teacher from delivering their lesson and disrupts the learning of others 
• Punctuality to school and to lessons is essential in the world of work. If you are late frequently you may 

ultimately lose your job. 
  
It is for these reasons that we will be introducing a new system where each lesson changeover will have a bell to 
note the end of a lesson and a bell that denotes the start of the next.  Students will have that period between the 
lessons to get from one classroom to the next.  
 
We have asked students to measure how long it takes to get from the two furthest parts of the school to ensure 
there is more than enough time to achieve this without being marked late.  
 
Any student who has a legitimate reason for being late will be given a late slip.  
 
Any student who is late without a late slip will be given a short lunchtime detention. Persistent lateness will result 
in a higher sanction. 
 
We hope this new protocol will ensure that all students are successful in lessons and prepared for the world of work 
in their adult life.  



 
Year 11 parents’ consultation – save the date 
A reminder the Year 11 parents’ consultation takes place on Thursday 15th January. This will be a hybrid event with 
online appointments in the afternoon following by face-to-face appointments in the Gate Theatre. We are currently 
encountering difficulties with setting up the appointment booking system, run by a third-party provider. We 
apologise for the delay in being able to open the booking system. 
 
Uniform reminders 
As we approach the school holiday, we kindly ask you to take this time to check that students have the correct school 
uniform ready for the new term. Please ensure all items meet the academy’s uniform standards and replace any 
worn or missing pieces during the break. This helps students return in January looking smart and prepared for 
learning. Thank you for your continued support in maintaining high expectations. A reminder of the academy’s 
uniform dress code and expectations can be found on the website Ormiston Six Villages Academy - Uniform. 
 
Early finish – Thursday 15th January 
A reminder that students have an early finish on 15th January at 1.10pm, due to the Year 11 parents’ consultation. 
As usual, the school buses have been arranged to pick up at that time. 
 
Music Tuition 
Invoices for next terms drum, keyboard/piano lessons are live on parent pay, and the guitar/bass invoices will be 
sent out in the second week of January, as most of the lessons are completed, the final one for this group being 
Wednesday 29th January. 
  
Any parents/carers of students who wish to start instrumental lessons in Spring 2026, can complete the application 
form. Following this an invoice will be put onto Parent pay. 
Ormiston Six Villages Academy - Music tuition 
 
If there are any parents/carers who wish to alter from group to masterclass lessons for the next timetable, should 
advise as soon as possible, so an updated invoice can be added to parent pay. 
 
In January 2026 we have the opportunity for a free taster singing lesson for interested students. Information from 
West Susses Music, the local music hub partner is below, and a form to complete from Six Villages for anyone 
interested.   
 
Music lessons - West Sussex Music     
 
Taster singing lessons – Fill out form 
 
Star Badges 
For every 1000 points a student receives they are awarded with a star badge in the celebration assemblies at the 
end of term. This is currently for years 7 and 8. Please encourage your children to wear them with pride.  
 
Free School Meals 
As usual, vouchers will be issued to eligible families on 19th December. 
 
OSVA Times 
The December issue of the academy newspaper will be available on the website. Ormiston Six Villages Academy - 
OSVA Times at 4pm today. 
 
KS3 Common Assessments 
We would like to inform you that students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will be completing common assessments in English, 
Maths, and Science during the weeks commencing Monday 19th January and Monday 26th January. These 
assessments are being undertaken by all students across our academy trust and are an important opportunity to 
review progress and identify areas for further support. Students will complete one assessment in each of the core 
subjects within their classroom, with their classroom teacher.  

https://ormistonsixvillagesacademy.co.uk/key-info/uniform
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Formistonsixvillagesacademy.co.uk%2Fkey-info%2Fextracurricular%2Fmusic-tuition&data=05%7C02%7Cccs%40ormistonsixvillages.org.uk%7C9b99a05fc94f48bd9b3708de3ccb08c3%7Ce8bb2c7004dc48938882c47b54dbd292%7C1%7C0%7C639015039897848126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rGo942f%2BR4rC2XQOTjFV9Qy91IWBWAWTAGN1oIl%2BzZo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westsussexmusic.co.uk%2Fmusic-lessons%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cccs%40ormistonsixvillages.org.uk%7C9b99a05fc94f48bd9b3708de3ccb08c3%7Ce8bb2c7004dc48938882c47b54dbd292%7C1%7C0%7C639015039897878246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OnvGg69%2BHWcEgJ9BKzBI1%2BAckKM9Q%2FpNL9MwDloNitc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fe%2FHnhFyynpu3&data=05%7C02%7Cccs%40ormistonsixvillages.org.uk%7C9b99a05fc94f48bd9b3708de3ccb08c3%7Ce8bb2c7004dc48938882c47b54dbd292%7C1%7C0%7C639015039897896939%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sMs6iVJ6DEjq%2FuoDymGgH955zXFeF3enttmDxdvpotg%3D&reserved=0
https://ormistonsixvillagesacademy.co.uk/our-academy/the-osva-times
https://ormistonsixvillagesacademy.co.uk/our-academy/the-osva-times


Additional information and resources will be available on Arbor, directed to the students, to help them prepare 
effectively.   
 
Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your child is ready for these assessments. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Physical Education Clubs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring Term Enrichment 
 

 
 

Spring Term Fixtures 
Team selections are available on Arbor 
 

 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

All years football 
MCR 

All years rugby - JHD All years trampolining 
– LOR/MCR 

All years 
basketball – LOR 

All years 
badminton - MDE 

KS4 gym club – MDE     

 



Tutee of the Week 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their tutors this week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Director of Learning Tutee of the Week Award  
Congratulations to the following students who have this award for making the best contribution to their year group 
this week.  
 
 
 
 

Sparx Superstars this week! 
 

Science 
 

Leon O Kieran T Harry V Sienna B Ami P 

Lola B Emily M Poppy B Iszac H Freya B 

 
Maths 
 

Taylor-Matthew S Harry V Oliver E Leo W Jazmin P 

Emily B Joleon A Chloe L Ruby T Lara P 

 
English 
 

Freya T Reuben W Tom A Jasper A Rosie B 

Rosie W Mia SK Dylan T Ava W Nathan N 

 
Emochi  - safeguarding alert 
We have recently become aware of an app called Emochi, which is being used by some young people. While it may 
appear to be an innocent anime-style chat app, it actually allows users to create and interact with AI characters in 
uncensored roleplay scenarios, personalised backstories and visual storytelling with AI generated images. This 
includes content that can be highly explicit and inappropriate for children, despite the app claiming to have an age 
restriction.  
 
The app has the ability to engage in content which is over the age of 18 and of a sexual nature and is easily accessible 
to any age even though there is an age 16 restriction. 
 
We strongly advise parents and carers to check if this app is installed on their child’s device and to have open 
conversations about safe and responsible online behaviour. 
 
Underage Social Media Use 
We are aware that some students have been accessing social media platforms that are not suitable for their age 
group. Popular apps such as Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat, and Discord all have a minimum age requirement of 13 
years, while platforms like WhatsApp require users to be 16 years or older.  
 
According to Ofcom, 99% of children aged 3–17 are online, and 9 in 10 children own a mobile phone by age 11. 
Alarmingly, three-quarters of social media users aged 8–17 have their own profiles, and 60% of 8–12-year-olds are 
already using platforms despite age restrictions. Among teens aged 13–17, almost 75% have encountered potential 
harms online, with 60% having been contacted in a way that made them uncomfortable. Globally, approximately 
5.2 billion people—about 64% of the world’s population—use social media, and in the UK, 23 million people (around 
39% of the population) use TikTok. These figures highlight not only how ubiquitous these platforms are, but also the 

70 Lucas T 8O Joe C 9O Charlie M 10O Amber R 11O Tiana E-K 

7R Jesse B 8R Molly B 9R Katie B 10R Isabella A 11R Carys T 

7M Vanessa Z 8M Evelyn S 9M Leon B 10M Sophie H 11M Dominika F 

7S Violet T 8S Amelia M 9S Corey D 10S Owen H 11S Lucy F 

7T Beau L 8T Sonny B 9T Darcie-Sienna S 10T Ava H 11T Leon H 

 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Alexus E Finley W Laila F Brandon R Lucy S-F 

 



importance of monitoring and discussing safe online use. We urge you to supervise your child’s online activity, have 
open conversations about digital responsibilities, respect age restrictions, and work with us to ensure our students 
remain safe and protected online 
 
What can parents do? 
• Check age limits: Ensure your child only uses apps appropriate for their age. 
• Set parental controls: Use built-in tools on devices and apps to restrict access. 
• Monitor activity: Regularly review your child’s friend lists, messages, and privacy settings. 
• Talk openly: Encourage honest conversations about what they see and experience online. 
• Lead by example: Model responsible social media use and explain why boundaries matter. 
• Report concerns: If you suspect harmful content or contact, report it to the platform and inform the school. 
I am raising this now, mindful that as we approach Christmas, many children will receive new devices such as 
smartphones, tablets, or gaming consoles. These gifts often come with access to social media and messaging apps, 
so it’s vital to set up parental controls, check age restrictions, and agree clear family rules before use. 
 
These restrictions exist to help protect young people from inappropriate content and online risks. We strongly 
encourage parents to monitor their child’s online activity, discuss safe and responsible use of technology, and ensure 
that age limits are respected. By working together, we can help keep our students safe online. 
 
Community Safety 
Please see the attached advice from the Safer Arun Partnership. 
 
Reaching Families – Spring Term Workshops 
For further information on the workshops, please scan the QR code or visit the Reaching Families 
website or email: outreach-training@reaching families.org.uk  
 
All workshops are free of charge. Reaching Families is a parent-carer led charity which aims to 
empower parent-carers and families of children & young people with special educational needs 
and disabilities in West Sussex through the delivery of information, advice, training and peer 
support.  
 
Dates for the diary  
5th January  - INSET day 
6th January   - First day of Spring Term 2026 
15th January   - Early finish for all students, 1.10pm 
15th January  - Year 11 Parents’ Consultation 
26th January  - Year 11 Group photo 
 
Arbor 
Can I issue a further plea for those parents and carers who have not yet created their Arbor accounts to do so over 
the Christmas holiday. In the interest of home-school partnership, I need you to be aware of your child’s behaviour 
points, attendance and other important communications. Please see the letter of 3rd November on the website for 
instructions on setting this up Ormiston Six Villages Academy - Letters from the Principal. 
 
Happy holidays! 
This season is a time for reflection, kindness, and community. While many celebrate in different ways, what unites 
us is the spirit of togetherness and hope for the year ahead.  On behalf of the entire academy, I wish you peace, joy, 
and good health. May the coming year bring new opportunities and continued success for all.  
 
Thank you for being an important part of our school community. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Paul Slaughter 
Principal 

https://ormistonsixvillagesacademy.co.uk/our-academy/letters-from-the-principal

