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i‘ COMSTANT SERIES REFRESHES

The big selling point for the FIFA range of games Is that it
FIFA includes current players; a feature which no other
football video game oMers. However, this means that a
now version of the game s rlln“d w-r[ﬂ'. with
updated teams, players and stadia, plu:
features and tweaks. And, with every & »
the game, there is an expoctation that it will be far better
than the previous one, sc to upgrade and
buy the new version is likely. Iml!

IN-GAME CHAT # @%

While the FIFA video game is su T-Hnr children of all
ages ai it does not incdude any inappropriate content,
thare i the itsue of in-game chat. Your child can play
with other people online and chat with them uting
headsets, As this is largely unregulated, it could mean
that your child iz exposed to language or conversations
that you deem unsuitable, * # ,.@ $

National
Online
Safety

\ﬁﬁhtpar

Ty

Fl‘-”-.l'.‘. E”ﬂll__l. s | .|—|”_-
AND COPYCAT LEBSITES

Your child may recéive an email or s&e 3 message on
social media or in forums which appear tobe a gr.-nume
FIFA promaotion. While the ink may seem like a FIFA

legin pags, it's a phizhing scam to capture a login name

and password. may use names that sound
legitimate, Hhm or

BUYING MBEFONS
In-game purchases are to be expecied in any modern
game and FIFA is no different. FIFA Ultimate Team
(commonly called FUT ode in FIFA that lets
gamers build teams s fromm any pl.uyini
beth affline amd Wi codns.

ito buy better players or packs containing undnm
players. While some purchases can be made using
in-game currency, other purchases invelve spending
with real world money, which could become expeniive.
mmm reports of parents receiving large

credit card Bills resulting from in-game purchase made
hy their children.
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LUNSTHHT SERIES REFRESHES
f WHAT TO DOg7

As a parent, the implications of this really depends
on the age of your child and your relationship with
them. It may be that playing and sharing games is
part of your family life and so this isn't a problem,
but just be mindful that being involved with the FIFA
franchise is unlikely to be a one-off event - it's the
start of a gaming journey that could last for many,

many years and involve numerous | utinmllr

IM GAME CHRT

It's unlikely that you'll be
able to convinoe your
child to play FIFA without
making use of the chat
facility - it's something
that adds to the
éxperience. However, you
should ensure your child
is aware of how to silence
any abusive players and

how to report anyone .
who becomes
. problematic.
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FHEE EMHILS, SCHMS

AND COPYCAT WEBSITES

You should teach your children to stay clear of scams.
Explain to them that they must be wary of any link
which asks them to either verify their utername and
password or provide other sensitive information;
game developers will never send a message asking
for login information. Console messages, emails and
websites, or social media posts promoting contests

for in-game l:untrnt,iu:hls p :k FI rs, OF Coins
] Al aArE I “t_..

To iprtﬂd real money in FIF acredit or debit card
must be linked to a gaming .' ount, 50 ensure that
your card is not being used forthis! There's also
support for PayPal payment, 88 also check who has
access to this type of account. Depending on the
platform your child is using toplay FIFA, there are
different parental controls that can be put in place to
restrict spending should youa low them to link a card
to their account, There is also apayment option called
Paysafecard, which allows you to make payments
online without the use of a bank account or credit
card. As you can top up balances, this makes it easy to
control spending.
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JUST OHE MORE GHME

Your child could be playing FIFA games on their
computer or console for very long periods of time. That's
not to say that compuber-based matches are a full 90
minutes long, but a series of 20-minute matches can very
quickly fill up & day! The World Health Organisation has
clazzified g-lnﬂn-dhnrﬂtfu: rmental health problem -

FIFR GRMEFLAY

The FIFA series has been criticised for :"hr competitive
nature of gameplay leading to in some
players. Add to this the chance to converse with other
players via in-game chat, and the potential for anger
bewels is kely to rise.. especially if you're losing heawily!
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JUST ONE MORE GRME

The parental controls on consoles can be used to 13
restrict the amount of time spent playing. Physically B
meonitoring how much time your child is spending in o
FIFA is recommended - just as you might monitor how
much time they spend watching TV. Keep an eye oUt
for warning signs, such as a lack of interest in other
activities, tiredness or fatigue, neglect of personal
hygiene, changes in character or anger issues wh

your child is told to stop playing a game. ’ =

FIFH GHMEFLHY

Monitoring in-game chat may be difficult as you're
likely to only be able to hear one side of &
conversation. However, noticing how your child is
reacting may be a reasonable indicator of the gener
mood. Dealing with both the frustrations of a game
as well as troublesome people can serve as useful life
lessons, but as a parent, you know your child better
than anyone else. i you notice your child is getting
too upset or angry, that's the time to intervene and
try to encourage them to take a break from the game.
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