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InspirerInspirer   
KEY DATES 

PARENT DROP-IN SESSIONS 
Every Tuesday, 4pm 
 

PARENT FORUMS, 6.30pm  

Wed 11 Jan 2017 / Wed 15 Feb 2017 

Wed 15 Mar 2017 / Wed 5 Apr 2017 
 

PARENT CONSULTATIONS, 4 -7pm 

Mon 16 Jan 2017, Y11 

Mon 27 Mar 2017, Y8 

Mon 8 May 2017, Y9 

Mon 22 May 2017, Y10 

Mon 3 Jul 2017, Y7 
 

Y7 MUSIC SHOWCASES, 2.10pm  

7KSNş6 Feb, 22 May 

7JCRş8 Feb, 24 May 

7BGRş13 Feb, 15 May 

7AWEş15 Feb, 17 May 
 

 

SPRING TERM 

Tue 3 Jan 2017şFirst day of term  

Mon 20-Fri 24 FebşHALF TERM 

Mon 13 MarşGirlsš Conference/Boysš 

Event 

Mon 20 MarşY8 Options Evening 

Fri 24 MarşINSET day 

Fri 7 AprşLast day of term (full day)  

 

SUMMER TERM 

Mon 24 AprşFirst day of term  

Mon 29 May -Fri 2 JunşHALF TERM 

Mon 5 JuneşINSET DAY 

Wed 19 JulyşSummer concert 

Fri 21 July şLast day of term (full 

day)  

Mon 24 & Tue 25 JulyşINSET DAYS  

Winning design by Phoebe Pontet , Year 10 

See inside for designs from all our runner-ups! 
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XMAS CARD DESIGNS 

Here are the designs from the runners-ups in our 

Šdesign the Six Villages Christmas cardš competition! 

Thank you to everyone who entered the 

competitionşit was hard to pick a winner from the 

fabulous entries. 

Y10 student Phoebe Pontetšs design, as shown on 

the front page, was chosen as the overall winning 

design for our official Christmas card for 2016. 

Jacob Mouland -French  

Charlotte Morris  

Lilly -Ann Wickens  

Daniel Febvre  

Emily Poole -McLean  

Lauren Worthy  

Nicola Stubbs  

Isobel Nicholls  
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Kat Somner  

Anonymous  

Natalie Boardman  Lauren Baker  

Toby Higgins  

Ellenor Wilson  Emily Jones  Louis Sercombe  

Sienna Wildman  
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Dear Parents and Carers 

As we bring this term to a close, I wanted to take this 

opportunity to thank you for your overwhelmingly 

positive support during the Autumn term. I am always 

encouraged by the partnership between parents, 

students and staff at Six Villages, which is so 

important, and am grateful that you engage so 

willingly and helpfully with the Academy. Six Villages 

has made progress in many areas, especially in 

improving the standards of attendance, punctuality, 

uniform and behaviour. The Autumn term is always a 

busy term. The focus, as always, has been on 

teaching and learning and many Key Stage 4 

students have been undertaking controlled 

assessments which contribute to their final GCSE 

examinations and more recently their Year 11 mocks. 

More widely, I have been very impressed during my 

routine visits to classrooms by the purposeful learning 

that is very much in evidence in every department and 

the exceptionally high level of student engagement in 

every year group.  

Year 12 Presentation Evening  

We were delighted to welcome back the class of 2016 

who attended our GCSE presentation evening earlier 

this month. The evening started with a musical 

performance by Abigail James and Samantha 

Hamblin . Mr Burton, who retired in July, was our 

guest speaker and gave an emotive and highly 

motivating speech. As well as GCSE certificates, 

subject awards were presented to students who 

achieved the best progress and attainment. There 

were also some special awards to students who 

particularly deserved to be highlighted and the 

refreshments and candlelit setting added to the 

atmosphere. Full details can be found on page 10. 

Progress Reports  

By the end of term you will all receive your childšs 

progress report. I have reviewed and commented on 

each report and would ask you to take time to discuss 

the report with your child. Please donšt hesitate to 

contact us should you have any queries. 

Music  

Our Christmas Concert on Wednesday 14 December 

was a roaring success and my grateful thanks go to 

Mr Munt and the peripatetic team who worked 

tirelessly to prepare students for their performances. It 

was a beautiful moment when Year 7 came together 

to perform their pieces in groups on their orchestral 

instruments. Our Year 9, 10 and 11 GCSE music 

students also showed exceptional progress along with 

Voices Together and other talented performers. 

Thank you so much to all of you who supported our 

evening, not only by attending, but by transporting 

your children to and from school for this event. I am 

deeply appreciative of the collective talent and energy 

of our students and staff and am already looking 

forward to the summer concert and production of 

Beauty and the Beast. 

Christmas Assembly  

My thanks go to the student leadership team 

consisting of Nina Zander, Finlay Champion, Chloe 

Boardman, Charlie Duncton, Ellen Carter, Rory 

Boughton, Polly Walters, Ethan Curtis, Alberts 

Servinckis, Aaron Taylor, Lucy Wake and 

Annarisa Punarjit who worked hard to produce a 

fantastic whole school Christmas Assembly. The 

assembly focused on what Christmas means, 

remembering among other aspects the refugee crisis, 

the homeless and people who are alone or sick at 

Christmas. In addition to this, a student and tutor from 

each year group shared their hopes for the future 

before lighting a candle. There were also a few light 

hearted moments including a team game by year 

groups and the announcement of the winners of the 

Šbest Christmas outfitš. We also presented certificates 

to all students who maintained 100% attendance this 

term and to all those who entered the Christmas card 

competition. Our sporting heroes were also 

recognised and it gave me great pleasure to present a 

number of students with their Bronze Duke of 

Edinburgh award certificates and badges. A number 

of students provided musical interludes playing their 

cellos, violins and clarinets; Voices Together 

entertained us with a festive carol; the steel drums 

opened the assembly and Rachel Carter with Eden 

Congdon gave the finale performance. You can find 

some photos on page 12. 

Enrichment  

A high number of our students are engaged in 

enrichment activities beyond the classroom and the 

parental support in ensuring they can attend these 

extra-curricular activities is also greatly appreciated. 

Detail on the enrichment programme, led by Miss 

Ware, is available on the website and I would 

encourage all students to take part in this very 

important personal development opportunity.   

Parentsš Forum 

Our next Parentsš Forum will take place on 

Wednesday 11 th January starting at 6.30pm . The 

focus of the forum will be the Girlsš Conference/Boysš 

Development Day. We have truly appreciated the 
ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ рύ 

PRINCIPALšS MESSAGE 
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ACCELERATED READER  

STUDENT SUCCESSES 

Sleeps to SantaSleeps to Santa   

A group of students recorded a jingle for the Spirit FM 

Sussex 'Sleeps 'til Santa' feature!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The jingle was played live on air on 13th December but 

you can Šlisten againš on their website http://

www.spiritfm.net/features/sleep -til -santa/  or on the 

Academy website at http://bit.ly/2gL7dE9  

support of those parents who have regularly attended 

our forums this term and would encourage you all to 

attend the next one. Itšs a great opportunity to discuss 

developments at school and to raise any questions 

you may have. 

Friends of Six Villages  

The Bake Off was a huge success and I would like to 

thank Jane Somner and her team for all their hard 

work in organising this event. We were delighted to 

welcome Martin Hadden, Executive Head Chef for 

Historic Sussex Hotels, who judged the entries. We 

look forward to further exciting events in 2017ũ 

watch this space! 

Thank you for taking the time to read through this 

letter. There have been many high points and a lot to 

celebrate this term; the students have been a credit to 

you and our Academy and have made me immensely 

proud to be the Principal of Six Villages.  

I would like to wish you and your family a very happy 

Christmas holiday and hope that 2017 will be a 

healthy and happy new year for you. We look forward 

to welcoming all our students back when the 

Academy reopens on Tuesday 3 rd January 2017 . 

We would also welcome your feedback online by 

completing a brief survey on Parent Viewşhttp://

bit.ly/2fCwBwE şon our performance and progress.  

 

 

Ms U Sharif, Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After setting themselves a target of reading an 

incredible 20 million words by Christmas, our 

fabulous Y7 & 8 students achieved it a week early! 

Checking the total at 9.10am on the morning of 13 

December, we found out that they  not only reached 

their target but surpassed itşreading a total of 

 23,554,446 words!  

We are all extremely proud of our students and are 

looking forward to the next termšs challenge. 

Miss E Barkworth, Librarian  

 

 

 

Oh yes they are! Y8 students Emily Poole -Mclean 

and Ellie Howcroft are both taking part in Aladdin 

produced by local group Eastergate Players. 

Emily told me, ţWe heard about the pantomime 

through local friends and through the Guides, which 

we both attend. We both had to audition to be in the 

panto; I was so excited to get the part of Little Wishy.Ť 

Ellie said, ţI have never done anything like this 

before, and am really quite shy but Išm finding that 

this has really boosted my confidence. I am a dancer 

in the ensemble.Ť 

It is the 40th Anniversary of Eastergate Players this 

year and they are staging Aladdin, as this was also 

their very first production in 1977. 

So in the very best theatre traditionşšbreak a legš, 

Emily and Ellieşand enjoy the panto, which can be 

seen at Eastergate Parish Hall from 24-28th January 

2017. Tickets, priced at £8 for adults/£6 concessions, 

are available from www.eastergateplayers.org.uk or 

from D&D Cycles in Barnham.  

Mrs T Clayton, Marketing & Communications  

https://www.facebook.com/SpiritFMSussex/
https://www.facebook.com/SpiritFMSussex/
http://www.spiritfm.net/features/sleep-til-santa/
http://www.spiritfm.net/features/sleep-til-santa/
http://bit.ly/2gL7dE9
http://bit.ly/2fCwBwE
http://bit.ly/2fCwBwE
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Students, staff and parents surpassed themselves at 

the recent Six Villages Christmas Bake-Off. 

The evening was a fantastic success, with parents, 

students and staff bringing cakes and biscuits in to be 

judged by Martin Hadden, the Group Executive Head 

Chef for Historic Sussex Hotels (Bailiffscourt Hotel & 

Spa in Clymping, The Spread Eagle Hotel in Midhurst 

and Ockenden Manor in Cuckfield). 

As a judge, Martin was extremely diligent, tasting all 

the cakes on offer to finally make a very tough choice 

between entries to name the overall winners. The 

competition was fierce, but he awarded the prizes to 

the two people whose bakes were exceptionally 

professional, well presented and had a wonderful 

flavour. 

A huge well done to Juliette Feest  in Y10 for her 

beautifully presented vanilla sponge topped with a 

handmade fondant snowman and handmade 

meringues. 

Congratulations also go to our Finance & Business 

Director, Miss White , who won the Staff/Parent 

category with an exquisitely flavoured traditional 

Victoria Sponge decorated with a gold theme. 

All cakes were sold either on the night, or to students 

and staff at break today. 

Martin also very kindly brought in one of his own 

beautiful bakes -  a red velvet cake made with his 

own mulled wine recipe to give it a more festive 

appeal, with a buttercream filling made from crème 

fraîche, cream and sugar. This beautiful creation was 

auctioned off to staff, with the winning bid placed by 

our Principal Ms Sharif. The final fundraising total was 

£72.70  which will be donated to Stand Up to Cancer. 

Thank you to everyone who supported with the 

organisation of and preparations for the event and 

bought cakes and biscuits in support of this worthy 

charity. 

You can see a gallery of photos from the night on our 

website at http://bit.ly/2goqFpD  

Miss T Costello, Food Technology &  

Director of Learning Y7  

SIX VILLAGES BAKE -OFF 

http://bit.ly/2goqFpD
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The Academy has hosted visiting English teachers 

and Headteachers from the city of Hangzhou, in 

Zhejiang Province, China during December. The 

teaching professionals visited the UK in a partnership 

with the University of Chichester.  

Both groups of visitors, accompanied by David Smith 

from the University, were given tours of the Academy 

by our Student Ambassadors, as well as meeting with 

the Principal, Ms Sharif, who delivered a presentation 

on embedding excellence. 

The group of 15 English teachers are gaining the 

professional knowledge and practical skills needed to 

enable them to teach English according to the 

requirements specified in the New English Curriculum 

in China. 

The 18 visiting Headteachers are taking part in a 

three-week programme at the University in which they 

visit five West Sussex schools to learn about school 

improvement strategies, quality assurance and 

leadership and management in relation to their 

schools.  

Y9 students Josh McClelland, Holly Thompson, 

Sam Davies  and Felicity Long , who conducted tours 

of the Academy for the English teachers, were also 

presented with beautiful gifts in recognition of their 

hospitality and helpfulness. 

Ms Sharif said:  

ţIt was lovely to welcome the teachers to the 

academy and to give them a real feel for a British 

school. Our visitors were really impressed with 

lessons and learning. 

It was a great opportunity for our Student 

Ambassadors to lead the tours and interact with 

guests from another culture. 

We wish the teachers all the best with teaching the 

New English Curriculum in China.Ť 

Mrs T Clayton, Marketing & Communications  

ACADEMY VISITORS 


